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Speech acts in Love counseling by DJ P’AQY in the column “KHON DANG
NANG KHEAN”
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the speech acts used in love counseling in
“Khon Dang Nang Khean”, a column written by DJ P’Aoy. 178 column issues of “Khon Dang
Nang Khean” by DJ P’Aoy obtained from Thairath Online Newspaper (www.thairath.co.th)

were used in data collection. John. R. Searle’s theory on speech act was used as a
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conceptual framework for this study. Data analysis revealed that DJ P’Aoy employed 4
categories of speech act in her counseling approach: 1) Directive speech acts which include
advising and teaching; 2) Expressive speech acts which include blaming, warning, and
complementing; 3) Assertive speech acts which include commenting, informing, and
confirming; and 4) Commissive speech acts which include comforting. Sorting by usage
frequency, the most used speech act was “advising” with 178 uses (22.20%), followed by
“teaching” with 170 uses (21.19%). The least used speech act was “complementing” with 1
use (0.12%). The finding of this study did not only demonstrate that DJ P'Aoy diversely used
speech acts in her counseling context but also evidently confirmed the fact that “she is one
of the love gurus in the modern era”.

Keywords: Speech acts, Counseling, Column “KHON DANG NANG KHEAN”
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